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panied by a nagging fear: This 
downturn might not end soon. 
Even as the economy starts to 
reopen, jobs are continuing to 
disappear. The prospect of a 

quick turnaround is uncertain. 

On Friday, the state Employ- 
ment Development Department 
announced that greater Sacra- 
mento’s unemployment rate 
soared to 14.2 percent, eclipsing 
the numbers seen during the 
Great Recession. California’s 
unemployment rate clocked in 
at 15.5 percent. 

Even those dismal numbers 
don’t capture the full extent of 
the economy’s decline. The 
statistics reflect data gathered 


Climb back to economic 
recovery will be steep 


around. COVID-19 has erased 
millions of California jobs — 
many of them in large, demor- 
alizing chunks like Voxpro as 
companies have scrambled to 
downsize in response to the 
shockingly swift shutdown of 
much of the state’s economy. 
California’s dizzying descent 


when it opened its Folsom facil- 
ity four years ago. Work spaces 
were decorated in splash colors. 
When they weren’t handling 
calls for big-time clients like 
Google, employees were shoot- 
ing pool on a table tricked out to 
look like a Ford Mustang. 

But now, like practically 


pounded by the coronavirus 
pandemic. In early May it began 
laying off 200 workers in Fol- 
som, the result of “unforesee- 
able dramatic changes caused 
by COVID-19,” the company 
said in a letter to state officials. 
“This mass layoffs is expected 
to be permanent.” 
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For a while, anyway, an Irish 
company called Voxpro was the 
toast of Folsom. 

Voxpro, which operates call 
centers, brought a burst of 


pizzazz and hundreds of jobs 


everyone else, Voxpro is getting 


There’s plenty of that going 


into recession has been accom- 
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Veterans 

home could 
close due to 
budget cuts 


BY ANDREW SHEELER 
asheeler@sacbee.com 


Gov. Gavin Newsom’s plan to 
close a $54 billion state budget 
deficit includes one small but 
difficult cut for an under-used 
state veterans home in the Mo- 
jave Desert. 

Now, residents and workers 
at the Barstow Veterans Home 
are rallying to prevent the facil- 
ity from being eliminated in the 
state budget. They have some 
help from state lawmakers, who 
in a committee have already 
asked Newsom to find an al- 
ternative spending cut. 

California has eight veterans 
homes that collectively have 
about 2,400 beds for aging 
former military service mem- 
bers. The original one was built 
in Yountville in 1884. Barstow, 
the second, followed in 1996. 

The veterans homes provide 
several levels of care, from 
domicile care, which is effec- 
tively independent living, to 
assisted living with a skilled 
nursing facility. 

Newsom praised them during 
a press conference on Friday, 
where he noted the state has 
prevented coronavirus out- 
breaks at the homes even as the 
virus spread at nursing homes in 
other communities. 

“On Memorial Day, we take 
time to recognize and remem- 
ber the service members who 
died fighting for our freedom,” 
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MEMORIAL DAY 


REMEMBERING 
THE FALLEN 


“Each of the patriots whom 
we remember on this day 
was first a beloved son or 
daughter, a brother or 
sister, or a spouse, friend, 
and neighbor.” 


— George H.W. Bush in 
Prayer for Peace Memorial 
Day 


LOST SPRING 


Husband on frontline, so family 
focuses on ‘decontamination’ 
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Irina Okhremtchouk sits with her son Avi, 5, in their Davis living room May 8. Her husband works with coronavirus patients as a doctor 
at a hospital, causing concerns that he may bring the virus home. He keeps his distance from his wife and son. 


BY CATHIE ANDERSON 
canderson@sacbee.com 


rina Okhremtchouk drops 
everything when her hus- 


band arrives home from 


work. She makes sure their 


preschool son is secluded 


away and doesn’t come out to 
greet his father, and then she 


focuses solely on what she 
calls “decontamination.” 
The couple formulated the 
routine over one or two days, 
even detailing what her hus- 


band should do with the shoes 


he wears daily while working 
as a critical care doctor and 
caring for patients who have 
COVID-19. 

“He cannot wear hospital 


Avi practices piano as his mother, Irina Okhremtchouk, looks on at 
their home. He didn’t get a hug from his father, a doctor who 
treats cooronavirus patients, on his birthday recently. 


shoes into the house, so we got 


a box for his car where he 


would wear a pair of shoes out 


of the house and then have 
hospital shoes in his trunk, 


change into those shoes to go 


to the hospital, come out of 
the hospital, put the hospital 


shoes in the back in the card- 
board box and then put on the 
house shoes,” Irina said. “The 


house shoes are not really 


coming into the house.” 

He wears those shoes to the 
garage door, she said, and he 
strips out of his work wear 
there. She follows behind him 
as he goes through their Davis 
home, disinfecting the stair- 
way banister and opening 
doors so he won’t touch them. 
Then he showers. 


All around the nation, med- 
ical personnel developed rou- 
tines like these over the spring 
as they tried to keep from 
passing the highly infectious 
coronavirus to their families 
and their community. Irina has 
been in contact with a couple 
hundred of these people 
through the Med Spouses 
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IT’S CRAZY FOR ME 
HOW DEEP THESE 
DOCTORS’ FEARS ARE 
ABOUT THAT 
(RETALIATION). 
THEY'RE HIGHLY 
EDUCATED, SMART 
PEOPLE. THEY ARE 
GIANTS, AND THEY 
CLAM UP. 


Irina Okhremtchouk 


Unite website she created to 
offer support and resources. 

Until early May, she said, 
she sometimes delivered 
meals to another doctor who 
urged his wife to take their 
children down to Southern 
California and live with her 
mother for a while. But they 
all recently returned. 
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